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This brand new monthly feature for 2025 is driven by 3
things; our desire to to add value, a surge in followers and
the face that we are soon entering our 10th year travelling.

Over the years people have regularly got in touch with questions they have
about their own travel and commitment to Vanlife. So we have decided to make
this a public feature so that the whole community can benefit from the Q&A

experience.

So on the first Sunday of every month, we will post a themed Ask us Anything
where we invite our Facebook community to pose any burning questions about
that theme or anything else come to think of it. We don’t intend to show up as
experts, although we do want to share our experiences from our full time
travels since March 2016. This summary aims to bring together the questions
and answers from our monthly Facebook post, so that our wider audience can

benefit from the exercise. Feel free to add your questions in the comments.

If you had a magic wand and could change one thing that
is challenging about living full time, what would you both
change?

We have two responses to this great question. Firstly what did we do; Our
biggest changes was charging all our devices, which used to cause us so much
noise because of our online work. So Smiley fixed this by getting cigarette
lighter power boosters for the front cab and taking a feed off our lights in the
wardrobe. That was a big resolution. Now for the hard question. What would we
do...

There are two full time challenges for us. One is the freedom to travel outside
of the UK, currently limited to some degree by Schengen. We actually choose to
embrace Brexit as it has pushed us to travel beyond Europe, although my magic
wand would be to ease our Europe travel whilst remain outside the EU. The

second is the discussion about size versus space. So our magic wand would be



to create a design of motorhome that has slide out that gives us more space in

Scoobie, especially for rainy days.

Are you on refillable gas?

Yes we are on LPG. We have two tanks of 11kg that depending on usage, the

heating more particularly, will last us between 2-6 weeks.

Do you have a budget for the week/month

We used to have a budget and spent loads of time recording our spending.
Although we no longer investment our time on this as it has limited value for
our community. We spend on average around £1600 per month and that is all
inclusive (campsites, insurances pro rata, food, diesel etc) Some months when
we’re in the UK we spend more just because things are more expensive. Other

months such as Morocco can be significantly less.

When you get a spell of bad weather, what do you do if you
are confined to being indoors?

It can, if we’re honest, be a real challenge. Whilst we are both introverts, we
also need nature, fresh air and the outdoors to be at our best. For the odd
afternoon or day at the least, we can cope. Although any long than that and we
do get a bit stir crazy. | need to exercise and we both get a bit stiff if we sit still
for too long. So | will do a bit of motorhome yoga, a video of which is in the
making. Otherwise we will don our wet weather gear and go out anyway. Or

even drive somewhere else where the weather is better.



What is your weight? We are currently 3.5T without bikes
and a wind out awning and we have a dog and think we
may need to take all our dog food for the trip with us.

We are currently 3.5T although we will probably be up-plating soon. It is worth
weighing your van with all your dog food and just see what you are looking at. It
does seem that police around Europe are getting sharper at randomly checking
van, as | have seen on reports. We have and continue to streamline and
redistribute our weight so that we take off the load on the rear axel. It has
certainly made a difference. Sadly Scrappy the Paddleboard has had to stay in
storage and will probably be sold when we get back as it is just to heavy a
luxury. Our new air suspension and rear tires have certainly helped raise our

very low rear end although weight is a constant challenge, for us all.

What is your experience of managing ongoing health
issues such as needing repeat medications or is it a case ?

Yes it can be a bit tricky for some people to manage this, although most
doctors will now give 3 months of medication. After a mysterious condition
Myles now has to have a regular prescription although thankfully not a daily
requirement. So via our postal address with my mum we are registered with
the local surgery and when we return we get get a 3 month’s supply. Then when
we’re down in Spain, we go privately to a clinic in Gibraltar. It’s also worth
knowing that Spain has a really good on line doctor consultation service at
www.doctorsa.com. Most European pharmacies also allow you to buy a lot of

our prescribed UK medication. So there are ways around it.

My husband retires at the end of the month which is going
to open up a whole new world. Just wondering if you've
ever been tempted to buy somewhere in Portugal. If you
were, is there somewhere that would tick the boxes for you
and why?

For us right now there is no temptation for us to buy a house anywhere in the
world. | think part of my influence is seeing mum handling life after dad died in



France, coping with life in a different language, and she was a good French
speaker. This is not something | want for myself.

Our Swedish friends did exactly what you describe, buying in a small home in a
village 90 minutes from Algarve, in a small community with land to grow their
own food. | think finding a place that meets all our needs is a tricky one. If
somewhere can meet 80% of your requirements then you have a great solution.
Knowing what you want is half the battle. So keep your eyes and heart open and
see what unfolds.

Do you think you’ll ever stop travelling? And do
you have you a plan when you do?

Ever stop travelling, NO NEVER. My mum is nearly 83 and still travels around the
world and | shall be following her lead, health permitting of course. Whether that
travel will always be in Scoobie or ScoobieToo remains to be seen. Although for
now, neither of us can imagine being in a house and all the System chains that
comes with.

What does your perfect day look like?

Myles might have a different answer to me. For me, it is a morning hot water and
lemon, my morning FB post and some yoga. Followed by a smoothie for breakfast
and a bit of work. Then a lovely walk with plenty of photography and exploring
somewhere new and a bit of quiet meditation. A reconvene with my soul mate,
healthy supper, a film and an early night. That pretty much does it for me.

How do you manage the Schengen issue? Do you do
the EU for the allotted time then come back to the
UK for 3 months?

We do a number of things to manage Schengen. The first is enjoy our own home
countries. We spend time in Scotland and Ireland in particular. And despite
Ireland being in Europe they are not in Schengen.

Otherwise we go to Morocco and extend our 3 month visa, which is pretty easy
from Morocco so that gives us a new 90 day allowance. Of course, for some
people the issue with Morocco is that there are only a few companies who offer
comprehensive cover with a green card. For us as full timers, Comfort don’t



cover Morocco, so we just buy 3rd Party insurance at the border. Turkey,
Albania, Montenegro, Serbia are also options for navigating the allowance.

Finally our mindset has changed since Brexit. We've taken the opportunity to
see travel in a more broad concept. So we now take a month or two further
afield. In 2023 we went to Indonesia, last year Cyprus (which is Schengen free
too) and this year is Canada. We just put Scoobie in storage, which costs around
£50 per calendar month. When we’re in the UK, we use the time to catch up with
friends and family, get jobs done (which in a van 9 years old means there’s
generally something every visit) and of course the MOT and Service. And don’t
forget there is the French 6 month Tourist Visa that you can apply for, which
gives you up to 12 months out of the UK, minus your MOT visit of course.

Just asking why you use Park4 night, and not
Searchforsites?

We have for years promoted and supported S4S, although since their buy out,
we find our values are misaligned.

What's your best motorhome on your travels in 9
years?

We've only ever had Scoobie. Bought from new and collected in December 2015,
three months after ordering him. We did a lot of research in the right van for us
and the layout has never let us down. If we bought again, we wouldn't buy Fiat, as
it has brought us no end of troubles and whilst the Pilote brand is generally
good, ours hasn't been built well with poor ventilation and insulation issues. We
still love him though.

Have you got any advice on pros and cons of fitting
extra locks to side and back doors of van for our
European tour in VW crafter?

Not really. We used ratchet straps for both our cab and habitation doors. We've
never felt the need to go down that extra lock route. Plus our fridge freezer unit
is in the way for the habitation door.


https://www.facebook.com/searchforsites?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXQEj6etI-z9gm14Xm70w8Cbd6N2rcOP4lSIhPXxkG_2UpVguUBM5bQ3bR0CsrCzTfs8FgHiutQ5ne7o0uE3Leng1oXrCvY2uCco0YUzUFyAmiuGk6aTpo4O6uwzhWeX5bVsV49o2-GE2KyLOgyv0rTcFaYR67D8eXbfKENzTdkTDqeTaXEGd6MHq_m8A6lck4&__tn__=R%5D-R
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